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Clinical  Image

Right  Lung  Middle  Lobe  Agenesis  and  Multiple  Bone  Anomalies

Agenesia del  lóbulo medio del pulmón derecho y anomalías óseas múltiples
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Fig. 1. (A) Coronal anterior projection air specific volume rendering 3D CT image shows a  normal right upper lobe bronchus (arrow) and narrowed lower lobe bronchus

(dashed  arrow), but there is not middle lobe bronchus. (B) Posterior view 3D volume rendered CT image reveals fusion anomalies (frames) in multiple segment between fifth

and  sixth ribs. (C) Anterior view 3D volume rendered CT image shows a  giant forked shaped xiphoid of the sternum.

On computed tomography (CT) of 46-year-old man, middle lobe

agenesis (Fig. 1A), costal fusion anomaly (Fig. 1B) and fork-shaped

xiphoid sternum (Fig. 1A; arrow: right upper lobe bronchus; dashed

arrow: right lower lobe bronchus) were detected incidentally. The

absence of the middle lobe bronchus was accompanied by the

absence of the corresponding segments. CT  scans also revealed the

normal bronchial distribution of the right lower lobe.

Pulmonary lobar agenesis is a very rare congenital anomaly.

Isolated lobar agenesis is generally asymptomatic and detected

incidentally. A thoracic CT is considered the most useful inves-

tigation used to diagnose lobar agenesis. CT is especially helpful

in identifying abnormalities of the bronchial, arterial and venous

structures of the lobe.1,2 As in  the presented case, skeletal abnor-

malities may  accompany lobar agenesis.
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