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Fig. 1. (A and B) Round hyperechoic image in the left atrial appendage.

A  55-year-old man, on the waiting list for annuloplasty for

severe mitral stenosis, was investigated for suspicious mediasti-

nal lymphadenopathies detected on  chest computed tomography

images. His medical records mentioned oral anticoagulation indi-

cated by the cardiologist.

During an endobronchial ultrasound procedure, a round hyper-

echoic image was seen in the left atrial appendage, along with

an enlarged atrial diameter (Fig. 1A and B). Atrial thrombus was

suspected, so the cardiologist was contacted, who confirmed the

diagnosis by transesophageal echocardiography. The procedure

was suspended, and it was confirmed that the patient was not

taking his prescribed anticoagulation, and treatment with low

molecular weight heparin began.

Linear endobronchial ultrasound can reveal structures adjacent

to  the tracheobronchial wall, including lymph nodes and tumor
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growth proximal to the central airway. The potential role of endo-

bronchial ultrasound in the diagnosis of other entities has recently

been pointed out.1 For it to  be of benefit, knowledge is required,

not only of the mediastinal lymphatic structures and their relation-

ship with the bronchial tree, but also of the vascular structures, and

their location and echographic characterization,2 so  that incidental

findings in these regions can be diagnosed.
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