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Fig. 1. Direct posteroanterior radiograph (A) shows a lesion of approximately
7 cm x 5cm at the level of the 7th rib (arrows). Coronal (B) and sagittal (C) tho-
rax CT sections show a mass lesion located posterior mediastinally, with smooth
borders, and containing areas of central and peripheral calcification (circle). The
intraoperative view (asterisk) of the thoracoscopically resected lesion is seen (D).

A 54 year-old female presented with chest pain. A poste-
rior mediastinal mass was detected in the radiological evaluation
(Fig. 1). Mediastinal neurogenic tumor, primarily schwannoma, was
suspected. Mediastinal lesion was resected thoracoscopically and
histopathological examination was reported as enchondroma.
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Enchondromas, which are benign cartilage tumors, tend to set-
tle in the small bones of the hands and feet. Enchondromas usually
occur solitarily and are non-cancerous lesions. Involvement of the
thoracic wall is rare and usually occurs on the costal surfaces.
Enchondromas rarely develop into chondrosarcomas. Complete
surgical excision is the treatment of choice for these tumors
because of malignant degeneration.! It should be kept in mind that
enchondroma may rarely mimic neurogenic tumors by localizing
in the posterior mediastinal area.
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