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Lung Cancer Mortality in Spain

Mortalidad por cáncer de pulmón en Espña

To the Editor: 

We read with interest the article by Cayuela and coworkers1 on 
lung cancer mortality in Spain, recently published in Archivos de 

Bronconeumología. We fully agree with the authors in regard to their 
method, which is widely used in the literature; we also agree with 
their conclusions pointing to a lung cancer mortality trend in Spain 
which, as in other European countries, reflects changes in smoking 
habits.

Nonetheless, we cannot agree with the justification for the study. The 
authors state as follows: “In Spain, studies reporting trends in cancer 
mortality were carried out during the late 1980s and early 1990s... There 
are no recent studies on lung cancer mortality in Spain that allow us to 
ascertain whether the changes observed in Andalusia and the rest of 
Europe can also be observed in the Spanish population as a whole.” They 
further state: “To our knowledge, this is the first analysis of trends with 
national data and a long follow-up period (25 years).”

In 2002, we published an analysis of lung cancer mortality for 
both men and women in Spain based on an age-period-cohort model; 
this study, completed in the second half of the 1990s, referred to a 
25-year period covering 1973-1997.2 In 2005, we published a study 
based on data up to 2002 that indicated the beginnings of a smoking-
associated lung cancer epidemic among Spanish women.3

Other authors have also published analyses of data for Spain and 
other European countries. In 2007, for example, Levi et al4 
communicated the results of a joinpoint regression analysis of data 
referring to the period 1970-2004 for young women in a number of 
European countries, but paying particular attention to Spain and 
France. Another study (cited by Cayuela and coworkers), published 
in 2004, used age-period-cohort models to conduct a detailed 

analysis of mortality data for the period 1968-1997 for Spain and 
other members of the European Union, which, at that time, was 
composed of 15 member states.5 Yet another study (also cited by 
Cayuela and coworkers), published in 2005, used joinpoint 
regression analysis to study lung cancer mortality in women from 
Spain and a number of other European countries for the period 
1965-2001.6

Consequently, there were studies analyzing lung cancer mortality 
with a long follow-up period (25 years) after the late 1980s and in 
the early 1990s that analyzed lung cancer mortality, whether 
exclusively in Spain or in Spain and other countries. 
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