
Malignant Pleural Mesothelioma:
Further Options

To the editor: Reading the guidelines on
asbestos-related pleuropulmonary disease,1 I
noted that the chapter on treatment options

in malignant mesothelioma did not refer to a
study of Vogelzang et al2 about pemetrexed
(Alimta®) with cisplatin versus cisplatin
alone. In that study a survival advantage of
approximately 3 months was found for the
combination. Recent reviews from experts
on mesothelioma now consider this
combination to be standard therapy,3-5

although discussion continues.6 Also, a
paper in The Lancet exploring mesothelin as
an early serum marker for upcoming
mesothelioma or for follow-up7 seems an
interesting future option to consider in the
diagnosis of mesothelioma.

I hope you will appreciate these additions.

E. J. Van Hezik
MD, Pulmonologist

Chest Department, Walcheren Hospital, 
POB 3200, 4380 DD Vlissingen,

The Netherlands.
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